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Baldwin Memorial United Methodist CHurch private
Millersville

Built in 1896 in the style of an English chapel, the build-
ing is distinguished by ashlar stone work, a battlemented tower and
a Celtic Cross. In 1963 the east end of the church was lenghtened.
The stained glass window above the altar was designed by Louis Comfort
Tiffany.. Bhe. third chiurch-to have stood on the "site, 1t 1s a sig-
nificant landmark at the Severn Cross Roads.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Baldwin Memorial Church is located on the southeast corner

of Rt. 178 and Indian Landing Rd., facing west. A low stone wall
with a cast iron gate encloses the church yard, The cemetery
around the church is planted with many large trees. The church, "
constructed in 1896 and enlarged in 1963, is the third to stand

on this spot. The second church (AA-176) was moved across the
street.

Built of native stone to resemble an Early English Gothic Church,
the building is one story high on a lighted, partially above ground
basement, aproximately five bays long (originally three) and one
bay wide; it has a steep gable roof and a three-story bell tower

on the northwest corner. In addition, there is a enclosed porch
with a gable roof near the east end of north elevation, added in
1963, The stone is rock faced random ashlar cut from local (Falls
Road) quarries. Most of the stone is brown incolor and appears

to be a mixture of iron stone and granite; a close look reveals the
enlarge ment &to the east end of the building.

The main entrance is in the west elevation of the bell tower.

A pointed arch entry surrounded with stone quoins holds vertical
board doors with strap hinges and tracery above them. The
enclosed porch on the north elevation alss contains double doors;
they are paneled and the upper halvesdisplay pointed arches filled
with stained glass.

A large pointed arch window containing stained glass, tracery,

and a quatrefoil in a triple arch is on the the facade. In

common with the rest of the fenestration, it has stone sills and
quoins surrounding it. The large window on the opposite gable end-
over the altar-depicts St John on the island of Patmos. It was
designed by Tiffany and originally commisioned for a church in

New York. The windows on the north and south elevations are held
within recessed rectangular openings. They are double pointed arches
with wooden foil tracery, the frames of which are painted green.

The upper part of the bell tower is crenelated like a fortification.
The window openings are long rectangles, arranged

in pairs on the second story and in threes on the third story,

where they are arched at the tops.

The slate gable roof is steeply pitched and the ridge runs

east to west. A stone Celtic cross is at the top of the front
gable.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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‘ STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Baldwin Memorial Church was built in 1896 of locally gquarried
stone in a Early Edlish Gothic style. It is the third church to

have stood on the same site. The first church c. 1820 was shared
with the Episcopalians until they built their own church & 1840,

In 1861 the Methodists built the frame Cross Roads Church (AA- )
which was moved across the street sometime before the present

church was completed in 1896. The name was changed from Cross Roads
to Baldwin Memorial.

then the church was erected, it was 1/3 of its present size. 1In
1963 the building was lenghtened to provide space for a divided
chancel in the east end. The church contains a stained glass altar
above the altar ' which was designed by Louis Comfort Tiffany

The Baldwin Memorial Church, distinguished by ashlar stone work,

a battlemented tower and a Celtic cross, is set within a church yard,
surrounded by a low stone wall, the architectural style and the

setting making it a significant landmark at the old Severn Cross Roads .

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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7 Jescrintion cornt.

Interior: The sanctuary, entered from the tower, has 2 fover with

an oal and 2lass screen in front of it at the west end and a2 divided
chancel containine a choir and altar at the east end., The altar, choir,
rews, wainscot and ceiling apnear to be oak, The ceilineo rafters are

('D
pio!

suvported by Xkino vosts, The bhasement contains Sunday school and
choir rooms and offices,.
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CONDITION

This 1890's stone, Gothic Revival Church is the third church to stand
on the same site. It 1s noted for the Tiffany stained glass window above
the alter. The church was built by donations from the Baldwin family
of Bunker Hill (#177 on the survey).
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The history of Baldwin Memorial United Methodist
Church begen back in tne lzate 1700's when followers of John
resley vers worshiprping in Kethodist Sociefies in Engla
and Anmerica. Cn Decemrzer 2L, 178k, thre "Chr*stras voh¢ererce,“
2z 1t was c2lled, met at Lovely Lane Chape Baltirore,
Lzryland, Thers, the Lethedist fréucopal C “rch in Azerica
wze formed and Francis Asbury and Dr. Coke were elected
Superintendentes, Previous to this the Methodists of the
Colonies were merely united in classes and had organized

The lethodist Societies met in individual members

homes. Methodist preachers in America rode circuits period-
ically visiting the various homes. Among those homes used
for Society meetings on tne Annapolis circuit was Brooksty's

Point, the home of Mr. John Sewell, Bishop Francis Asbury
preached in this home several times and refers to the vwisits
at Brooksty's Point in his Journal. It is believed that the
Methodist Society at Brooksby's Point was organized around
1777. Tnis home was on an original grant of land from
Charles II dating back to 1662.

Asbury occasiorally visited the Sewell home during his
ministry in America. Toward the end of his career, though
crippled with painful rheumatism, he continued to make th
rounds on his circuit. At the Sewell home he was lifted on
to a chest of drawers to preach tecause he did not have the
strength to stand., This chest of drawers is now on loan to
the Lovely Lane Museum in Baltimore.

By 1817, the Society meetinges had growm too large for
a private herme. The Methodists decided to unite with the
t Episcopals in building & frame church at Sev
ds, on the site of the present church. The lard
donzted by Thomas Turner and deeded to the Trustees
Jonn Sewell, Matthias Hammond, and Augustire Gambrill. Each

Cormsregzation was to alternate weeks in the use of the
vuilding. ’

In 1ziC, the Proiestant Episcocal mexters built
their ovm church, S4. Suephens; and in 1861 they sold
their interest irn the church at the Cross Roads to
the iethodists for £100. . P

in 1861 replaced the first
colonizl style frame churcli, It was.
sc Foacds Church, and was part of th

cuit, an 8 point circuit served by one of
1 ¥ other Sunday after-
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Christopher Columbus Baldwin,- son of
Willi“m Henry Bal win (ovmer of Bunker Hill),
proposed that the church be detached from the .
Circuit. He gave $10,000 to be used for the support
of 2 pastor and in 1882, Rev. Lewis A, Thirlkeld
bzcane the first minister under the new plan.

The Baldwin family asked and received permiss-
ion to replace the 1861 colonizl church with a stone
*church. The colonial church vas moved across the road

to be used for a church-sthodl. 9%6;-a lovely”
stone church, resembling an Inglish chapel, was built.
The bell tower wras originally in the drafts for the

ev church but money ran low. It was finally made a
reality through a special gift of $1000. from Mrs.
William Henry Bzldwin, Jr.

'On Thanksgiving Day, 1896 the church vwas
dedicated free of debt by d;shop John F. Hurst. The
Baltimore Annual Conference voted, over the protest
of the donors, to change the name of the church from
Cross Roads Churcr to Ealdwin Memorial Church in
dedication to the tireless support of William Henry
and Jane Maria Bzldwin.

The nzin vindow over the altar in the Sanctuary
was donated by Mrs., William Vjoodward, dJr. The window,
made by Tiffany of New York City, had been made for

a church in New York but Mrs. Voodwvard was able to
acquire it for Baldwin Memorial Church. Today the

LQ(A WY



f'wlndow is irreplaceable.

By 1936, the chugch school had become crowded and an
addition to the shurch:school building was made. The Church
School - Community Center was dedicated to Rev. Dr. Charles
W. Baldwin because of his service and support, not only to
the church at the Cross Roads but also to the Methodist
Church as a whole.

In 1936, at the samc time th: church school was being
enlarged, & small building originally used as a Sunday
School and a Sons of Temperance Clubhouse was purchased by
Dr, Charles Baldwin and reconstructed as a shurch school
library. In the 1850's this building had also been used as
a public school house.

In 1963, the church dedicated an initial cost of over
. $100,000. to enlarge th= Sanctuary with a divided chancel.

In 1969, ground treczking took plice for a new Edwcat-
- jonzl Buildirg, to cost $300,000, whicii vas needed to meet
the needs of the surrounding communities. On Septemter 20,
1970, the building was consecrated ac the Summerfield
Baldwin, Jr. Educationzl Building.

In the present yzar, 1972, Baldwin.Memorial Church,
once an original Asbury Station, now serves a congregation
of 650 and continues to grow in size, activities, and
Christian Fellowship.,

Sketch by Mrs. Marvin H. Anderson

Baldtoin Memorial United ﬁ{ethnhtzi thurnh

Organized 1777 “An Asbury Station” Founded 1817

R.ED. #3, MILLERSVILLE, MARYLAND

Church Telephone, 987-4273
Parsonage Telephone, 987-0803
W. KENNETH LYONS, JR., Minister

SEVERN CROSS ROADS

“To all who are weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort;
to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a saviour; to all
who are idle and look for service; to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; to all whose faith is shallow
and seek direction; and to whosoever will come . . . this Church opens her doors
and extends her welcome in the name of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Redeemer.”
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